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   I consider myself a sports 
guy. Other than non-tradi-
tional sports like log rolling, 
I’d like to think that I’ve got 
a pretty good handle on most 
other forms of athletic un-
dertaking, at least as a fan. 
   So when the Blair County 
Chamber Foundation an-
nounced that it was hosting 
a Dodgeball Tournament to 

raise money 
to fund pro-
grams like 
Leadership 
Blair County 
Youth, I 
thought 
someone in 
that group had 
miscalculated 
not only the 
appeal of 
competitive 

dodgeball but the potential 
peril as well. 
   My recollection of play-
ing dodgeball in my youth 
was mostly on the playground 
at lunchtime.  That was at   
a time when the term “no-
holds-barred” was the order 
of the day.  Your only deci-
sion on where to throw the 
ball was based on which op-
ponent you liked the least.  
Select the target, get a firm 
grip on the ball and always 
aim at the head.  In many 
ways, that speaks to the 
mental frailty of my genera-
tion.  Too many direct hits. 
   The Foundation Dodge-
ball Tournament, to my 
amazement, was an incredi-
ble success.  Eight teams 
participated, each represent-
ing a Blair County business.  
They had color-coordinated 
shirts with company logos 
and in a few cases, with 
their names on the back.  
These people meant business. 
   Rivalries aside, the com-
petition was intense but not 
emotionally over-the-top.  
The teams agreed in advance 
to avoid throwing at the op-
ponents’ heads.  That alone 
was a victory for the organ-
izers. The volunteer referees 
did a fabulous job in making 
sure that all rules were strictly 
observed except those refer-
ring to bad language.  Get-
ting hit by a dodgeball in 
certain areas of the body 
seems to elicit a common   
response that would not do 
well in polite society.  
   One thing I didn’t remem-
ber from grade school dodge- 
ball was a beer garden 
within easy access of the 
courts.  Clearly, hydration 
among participants was not 
an issue. 
   When the last competitor 
from Central States Manu-
facturing was unable to avoid 
three dodgeballs at once, the 
NPC team walked away 
with the first-ever Chamber 
Foundation Championship.  
Players shook hands and 
trash-talked about the next 
time that dodgeball would 
bring them together. 
   Ask any non-profit organ-
ization and they’ll likely 
admit that fundraising, even 
for the best causes, has be-
come a struggle.  Too many 
people chasing the same 
dollar. The Chamber Foun-
dation took a gamble with 
dodgeball and it paid off.  
Leadership Youth is the real 
winner.  
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Jason Floyd is a geologist 
who also happens to be 
CEO/President/Chief Hy-
drogeologist at Mountain 
Research in Altoona.  A   
native of Bellefonte, Jason 
and his wife Angel initially 
relocated to New Jersey for 
employment purposes. Once 
an opportunity came about 
to return to Central Penn-
sylvania, they jumped at it 
and have never looked 
back!  Jason and Angel 
have two daughters: Vikto-
rya (21) and Abygail (18).  
 
The Chamber: How 
would you describe Moun-
tain Research to someone 
unfamiliar with it? 
Jason: Mountain Research 
is a 100% employee-owned 
environmental consulting 
and drilling services com-
pany. We offer a wide range 
of diverse consulting serv-
ices.  Our drilling services 
complement our consulting 
offerings and include Soil 
and Bedrock Environmental 
and Geotechnical Drilling, 
HQ and NQ Rock Coring, 
Split Spoon Soil Sampling, 
Monitoring Well Installa-
tion, Angle Drilling, and Air 
Knife/Soft Dig Subsurface 
Utility Locating. 
The Chamber: What 
would people in Blair 
County be surprised to 
know about Mountain  
Research? 

Jason: In 2025, Mountain 
Research will celebrate its 
40th anniversary in busi-
ness! We take immense 
pride in Mountain Re-
search's history, which    
represents a remarkable 
success story for a small 
business in Blair County. It 
is an honor to be an integral 
part of Blair County's busi-
ness legacy. I can't praise 
our current Leadership 
Team at Mountain Research 
enough; they are the ones 
who help me shine and 
make our business success-
ful.  
The Chamber:  What 
things are you most proud 
of, either at work or at 
home? 
Jason: On a personal level, 
I take great pride in wit-
nessing the growth and suc-
cess of our daughters. They 
excel in school, sports, and 
life, embracing the values 
and beliefs we’ve instilled 
in them.  Professionally, I 
am proud to have the op-
portunity to remediate vari-
ous old commercial and 
industrial sites in our local 
communities. These sites 
not only posed environmen-
tal hazards but also at times 

jeopardized human health. 
Often, these properties 
were blighted and aban-
doned. It's gratifying to see 
them transformed into pro-
ductive spaces, such as new 
businesses or parks, through 
our remediation efforts. 
The Chamber: Who are 
your personal and profes-
sional role models and 
what makes them special? 
Jason: My dad is my per-
sonal role model. He's a no-
nonsense individual who 

doesn't tolerate anything 
less than doing your job 
right the first time, without 
complaints or excuses. Re-
gardless of the type of job 
someone had, he respected 
those who worked hard, 
were honest, had integrity, 
and gave their best effort 
each day. On the profes-
sional front, my role model 
is my former boss and good 
friend, Thomas Dwyer, 
whom I worked with at my 
first professional job at 

Mid-Atlantic Geosciences.  
The Chamber: What’s 
still on Jason Floyd’s 
“bucket list?” 
Jason: My main focus has 
been on my family and my 
profession. However, next 
month, my wife and I will 
become empty nesters, and 
it will be the first time in 21 
years that we'll be living 
alone. So, I'll definitely 
need to re-center myself 
and figure out what comes 
next. 

YEA! yields growing business 
for opportunistic Montecalvo 

Michael Montecalvo started a successful window washing company through the 
Chamber’s YEA! program five years ago.

Jason Floyd has been able to play an important role in the impressive growth of 
Mountain Research. The company will make 40 years in 2025.

Michael Montecalvo 
has always wanted 
to start his own 

business.  So when his 
mother expressed frustra-
tion at being unable to hire 
someone to wash windows, 
Michael saw an opportu-
nity. 

“After doing some re-
search, it seemed that 
many households were 
having the same problem,” 
Michael pointed out.  “I 
decided then that I wanted 
to start that type of busi-
ness.” 

Wanting to do it and 
knowing how were two dif-
ferent things.  So Michael, 
then a student at Bishop 
Guilfoyle Catholic High 
School, applied to the Blair 
County Chamber’s Young 
Entrepreneurs Academy 
(YEA!) program. 

“I applied because of my 
interest in entrepreneur-
ship,” he explained.  “It 
turned out to be more than 
I hoped for.  Not only did it 
instruct participants on the 
information and tools 
needed to own your own 
business, but perhaps more 
importantly, it provided 
connections to community 
business leaders who came 
in to speak and meet with 
our class.  That’s been in-
credibly valuable.” 

When it came time to  
select his business idea 
within YEA!, Michael did-
n’t hesitate.  He started a 
window washing company.  
Five years later, the com-
pany is still operating and 
still growing although 
Michael admits that cir-
cumstances for more exten-
sive growth will have to 

wait at least another year.  
He’s just now beginning 
his senior year as an Entre-
preneurship major at Juni-
ata College. 

“My client base has con-
tinued to grow and I offer 
more expansive services,” 
he acknowledged.  “My 
most difficult challenge has 
been to manage the growth 
of my business within the 
time constraints of sum-
mer.  Once I graduate, I 
hope to pursue an MBA  
degree.  I do plan to con-
tinue my service business 
and look forward to devel-
oping further business op-
portunities in the Blair 
County area.” 

(For information on the 
Young Entrepreneurs Acad-
emy (YEA!), contact the 
Chamber at (814) 943-
8151.) 

As the Blair County 
Chamber and Altoona-Blair 
County Development Cor-
poration continue to discuss 
the details of an impending 
merger, the staffing respon-
sibilities associated with that 
merger are coming into focus. 

The Chamber recently 
filled two key positions that 
will encourage greater mem-
ber participation.  Jennifer 
Fleck is the new Events Co-
ordinator; Megan Rossman 
steps into the role of Mem-
ber Engagement Manager, a 
newly-created position that 
assists Chamber committees 
in becoming more attuned to 
member needs.  Both bring 
experience and enthusiasm. 

Fleck has most recently 
been Sales and Admissions 
Director at Westminster 
Woods, a retirement commu-
nity in Huntingdon County.  
She was previously Market-
ing and Membership Direc-
tor at Explore Altoona and a 
reporter and weekend anchor 
at WTAJ-TV. 

Rossman was Public Rela-
tions Coordinator for ARROW 
Land Solutions, LLC where 
she planned and executed 

company events, managed 
the company’s website and 
social media accounts and 
coordinated community out-
reach endeavors and spon-
sorships. 

“They bring a lot to the 
table,” acknowledged Cham-
ber President Joe Hurd.  “As 
we look at ways that a merged 
organization can better serve 
its membership base, it starts 
with great people.” 

The “new kids” like what 
they’ve experienced so far. 

“I have sincerely been 
touched by the warm wel-
come from both the Cham-
ber and the ABCD staffs, 
board leadership and Cham-
ber members,” Fleck admit-
ted.  “Working at the Chamber 
will allow me to use my 
professional skills and make 
a difference in the local 
business community.” 

Rossman expressed simi-
lar thoughts. 

“With the amount of com-
mittees offered through the 
Chamber, each with its own 
separate mission, I am eager 
to learn about the great things 
they already do,” she pointed 
out.  

Chamber welcomes 
new team members

Jennifer Fleck (left) and Megan Rossman are the two 
“new kids” at the Blair County Chamber.
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